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APPENDIX C 

 

BISHOPS’ APPEAL REPORT 2025 

 

Membership       

Bishops’ Appeal Committee  

Rt Rev Ferran Glenfield (Chair) (4/4 meetings) 

Mrs Iris Suitor (Hon Sec) (3/4 meetings) 

Canon John Ardis (4/4 meetings) 

Rev Claire Henderson (1/4 meeting) 

Mrs Claire Holmes (4/4 meetings) 

Canon Jono Pierce (4/4 meetings) 

Mrs Gillian Purser (1/4 meeting) 

Rev Faith Sithole (joined March 2024) (4/4 meetings) 

Very Rev Niall Sloane (4/4 meetings) 

 

Education Advisor  

Mrs Hilary McClay  

 

Executive Summary  

With support from Church of Ireland dioceses, parishes, and individuals, and in collaboration with key partner 

mission and development agencies, Bishops’ Appeal funded crucial disaster relief responses, as well as longer 

term education, health, and agricultural community development programmes throughout the past year.   

 

Key to our work in 2024 was our focus on the significance of making the Fairtrade choice, in what was the 

30th anniversary of the Fairtrade Foundation, providing grants to 24 projects around the world providing 

support for health, education, rural development and disaster relief, in addition to our continued response to 

the Middle East humanitarian crisis, which became the focus of our 2024 Advent and Christmas Appeal. 

In total Bishops’ Appeal distributed grants with a total value of €430,137 in 2024. 

 

Emergency Appeals 

Bishops’ Appeal would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all those who donated so generously to our 

General Funds and also to support the Advent and Christmas Appeal 2024 for those impacted by the situation 

in the Middle East.   

In order to successfully facilitate these various large Appeals, we are dependent upon and so grateful to the 

RCB Finance Department, who support us in the processing of cheques, the allocating and releasing of funds, 

and the issuing of receipts. 

 

Parish Donations & Legacies 

Over the past number of years, and conscious of the cost of living crisis of the past few years and the strain 

that has put on peoples’ finances, we have been heartened by those digging deep and giving even when things 

were difficult.  It has enabled us to support vital work in some of the most vulnerable communities worldwide.  

The receipt of legacies are humbly and gratefully received and used in a way that honours the life and memory 

of those who give. 

Vital Projects funded through donations and legacies – a sample 

• Projects in Democratic Republic of Congo and Malawi in partnerships with Christian Aid providing 

humanitarian assistance for displaced people; 
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• Tearfund Ireland working with M’Lup Russey in Cambodia to improve care for orphans and 

vulnerable children; 

• ‘I AM A GIRL’ supporting two schools in eastern Uganda with vital health and hygiene interventions 

to boost the numbers of girls staying in school and completing their completion; 

• Supporting people in a very rural area of Madagascar who had previously largely been charcoal 

producers to pursue a more environmentally friendly silk production sustainable businesses through a 

grant to Feed the Minds; 

• Supporting a school in Afghanistan by helping to build a security fence; 

• Supporting survivors of domestic abuse and violence in South America through the work of 

International Justice Mission; 

• Mother-to-Mother project in Baringo Kenya with Self Help Africa; 

• Mothers’ Union literacy project in Burundi; 

• A project with The Leprosy Mission to improve the health, wellbeing, social inclusion & financial 

resilience of people in Bangladesh from remote, forgotten, ‘leprosy hotspots’ of extreme poverty;  

• Providing funding under the Harman Scholarship for CMS Ireland to bring over someone from Egypt 

to spend time visiting the Church of Ireland in 2025. 

 

Advent and Christmas Appeal 2024 

In response to the ongoing crisis in the Middle East,  Bishops’ Appeal launched an appeal which ran through 

Advent and Christmas 2024 to raise funds to support humanitarian work carried out by with Tearfund partners 

in Lebanon and across the Middle East, as well as raising funds for the work of the Diocese of Jerusalem which 

operates the Al-Ahli Hospital for humanitarian aid to those injured in the conflict to help with the cost of 

replacing equipment and supplies that have been destroyed in the conflict. 

 

New Diocesan Link Project     

The Diocese of Cork, Cloyne and Ross has embarked on a new partnership with Christian Aid Ireland, and 

Bishops’ Appeal, focusing on ‘Liloma – A partnership in hope with Sierra Leone’. 

This partnership with Christian Aid Ireland was established in response to the needs of families in the Pujehun 

District who were displaced from their homes to make way for the development of a large palm oil plantation 

(Palm oil is a valuable commodity, with around half of all supermarket products containing some trace of it). 

Prior to their displacement these families depended on their land and ability to farm as a key means for their 

economic and nutritional survival. Landless and without their homes and livelihoods, families have become 

impoverished and forced to seek refuge in neighbouring host communities. This partnership has been 

developed to bring hope and opportunity to both displaced families and their host communities through 

activities such as agricultural livelihoods training, the supply of farm tools, establishment of village savings 

and loans associations and mentoring for female leaders in the community. Bishops’ Appeal is delighted to 

see this partnership taking place and looks forward to hearing many stories on hope and transformation because 

of this initiative. 

 

FAIRTRADE Campaign 

2024 saw the 30th Anniversary of Fairtrade and this focus was an important part of Bishops’ Appeal’s focus 

for the year – with a motion at General Synod to remind and reinforce our determination to make the Fairtrade 

choice as often as we can.  Members of General Synod were provided with opportunities to taste different 

Fairtrade products, and the winner of the annual Caption Competition received a special hamper of fairtrade 

goodies easily available in our supermarkets.  Social media stories through the year, and reminders provided 

at several Diocesan Synods helped to raise awareness of just how easy it is to make a difference simply by the 

choices we make when we shop. 

 

CMSI Lent Project 

Bishops’ Appeal was glad to continue to partner with CMSI’s Lent Project, providing resources for schools, 

youth groups and Sunday schools to use during Lent. 

 

Thank You  
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Bishops’ Appeal wishes to thank the RCB Finance Department for their continued support. The Appeal is 

extremely grateful to all the agencies who partner with the Church, who reach out to communities around the 

world. Listening to their needs and providing the necessary support and kinship to those in need. Our thanks 

to the hard-working committee and diocesan representatives of past and present.  

Finally, Bishops’ Appeal expresses heartfelt gratitude to all those across the Church of Ireland, individuals, 

parishes, dioceses and central structures for their generosity and continuing support. 
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BISHOPS’ APPEAL ACCOUNT 2024 
 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT Year ended 31 December 
 2024  2023 
 €  € 
INCOME    
    
Contributions  347,368  678,856 
Deposit Interest 13,617  10,350 
Sterling translation loss/gain 4,952  1,139 
Tax refunds    13,359     15,783 
 379,296  706,128 
    
EXPENSES    
    
Administration Expenses & Salaries 42,497  20,340 
 42,497  20,340 
    
OPERATING SURPLUS FOR YEAR 336,799  685,788 
    
Grants Paid 430,137  527,814 
    
    
    
(Deficit)/Surplus for the year (93,338)  157,974 
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BISHOPS’ APPEAL ACCOUNT 2024 
 
BALANCE SHEET Year ended 31 December 
          

2024 
       
2023 

               
€ 

            
€ 

CURRENT ASSETS    
    
Cash at Bank 533,062  587,704 
Cash held by the RCB 24,586  42,008 
Debtors 5,988  27,262 
 563,636  656,974 
    

 

Total Net Assets 

 

FUNDS EMPLOYED 
 
Balance at 1 January 

(Deficit)/Surplus for the year 

 

 

563,686 
 

 

 

 

656,974 

 

    

(93,338) 

 

 
 

 

656,974 
 

 

 

 

499,000 

 

 

157,974 

 
Balance at 31 December 563,636  656,974 
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THE CHURCH OF IRELAND BISHOPS’ APPEAL_________________________________ 
REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS___________________________________ 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT TO THE CHURCH OF IRELAND BISHOPS’ APPEAL 

BISHOPS’ APPEAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

 2024 2023 

 

 

 

  Stg£ €  Stg£ € 

     
ARMAGH 16,465 2,544 36,488 5,152 

CLOGHER 9,630 250 26,604 3,205 

CONNOR 15,083 - 40,844 - 

DERRY & RAPHOE 16,844 4,381 34,255 10,478 

DOWN & DROMORE 25,950 100 76,927 - 

KILMORE, ELPHIN & 

ARDAGH 

- 4,656 321 13,155 

CASHEL, FERNS & 

OSSORY 

- 34,916 - 47,899 

CORK, CLOYNE & ROSS - 19,414 - 30,773 

DUBLIN & 

GLENDALOUGH 

- 60,116 - 84,965 

TUAM, LIMERICK & 

KILLALOE 

- 22,504 - 77,387 

LIMERICK, KILLALOE 

& ARDFERT 

 -  - 

TUAM, KILLALA & 

ACHONRY 

 -  - 

MEATH & KILDARE - 13,129 - 21,933 

OTHER 20,635 58,945 55,957          70,843 

8  

513535  

TOTALS 104,607 220,955 271,396 365,790 

 ______

_ 

_______ _______ _______ 
   

TOTALS IN EURO 347,368 678,856 

 _______ _______ 
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BISHOPS’ APPEAL GRANTS PAID 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT 2024 2023 

 € € 

Disaster Relief 173,828 353,243 

Health & Medical 77,889 37,028 

Education/Communications 74,059 97,543 

Rural Development 104,361      40,000 

Totals 430,137 527,814 

 _______ _______ 
   
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY   

   

Christian Aid 106,147 325,980 

Tearfund 70,000 53,920 

Fields of Life 32,248 31,438 

Gorta 19,388 29,667 

CMSI 43,827 15,850 

Feed the Minds 20,640 11,535 

Motivation 12,085 11,535 

Habitat for humanity Northern Ireland 18,127 11,655 

International Justice Mission UK 12,085 11,535 

Others 95,590 24,699 

Totals 430,137 527,814 

  _______ _______ 
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BISHOPS’ APPEAL GRANTS PAID 
         

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION   

   

AFRICA - € 146,408;     Stg£ 82,647;   

Project Location Agency 

Cashew project 
Burkino 

Faso 
Self Help Africa 

Mpox response to outbreak in Burundi Burundi Christian Aid 

Humanitarian assistance for displaced 

people 
DRC Christian Aid 

Harman Scholarship application Egypt CMSI 

Ethiopia Aid Ethiopia Ethiopia Aid 

Tearfund Ireland Ethiopia Tearfund Ireland 

Sustainable and independent Self-help 

groups 
Ethiopia Tearfund Ireland 

Self Help Africa Kenya Self Help Africa 

Water Drops Community Water Storage Kenya Waterdrops 

Kenya Flood Relief Kenya CMSI 

Scaling energy access Malawi Self Help Africa 

Kuwala Ultra Poor Graduation Project Malawi Christian Aid 

Peru Domestic and Sexual Abuse 

Education project 
Peru International Justice Mission 

Rehabilitation of Berkad to improve water 

security 
Somaliland Tearfund Ireland 

Diocese of Yei Vocational training 

college perimeter fence 
South Sudan CMSI 

Thrive South Sudan South Sudan Fields of Life 

Ibba Skills Training project South Sudan CMSI 

Charlene's Project - Secondary School 

project 
Uganda Charlene's Project 

St Leo's School Uganda St Leo's School 

Tunaswasi "We are thriving" Uganda Motivation Charitable Trust 

WASH clean water project Uganda Fields of Life 

Oasis Project - Kikatsu  Uganda Christian Engineers in Development 

I am Girl  Uganda Fields of Life 

      

ASIA - € 64,000; Stg £ 28,694;     

Health, Dignity & Livelihoods Project Bangladesh The Leprosy Mission 

Keeping Children in Families Cambodia Tearfund Ireland 

Tuition for Slum Children India Agape 

Waynard Disaster Relief Project India School of Evangelism and Mission 



Standing Committee – Report 2025 

 

 

150 

 

Harman Scholarship application Nepal CMSI 

Eyes on Health Nepal CMSI 

AWARE Pakistan Pakistan AWARE 

ICAN - Drug Rehabilitation Project Pakistan ICAN 

   

MIDDLE EAST - €50,000  Stg £8,410;     

Afghanistan - school security wall Afghanistan SAFE 

Lebanon aid for displaced people Lebanon Habitat for Humanity 

Displaced Communities, Southern 

Lebanon  
Lebanon Habitat for Humanity 

Middle East Appeal Gaza TEARFUND IRELAND 

      

SOUTH AMERICA - Stg£ 10,000;     

Christian Aid Honduras Christian Aid 

Domestic Abuse Education Peru International Justice Mission UK 

   

EUROPE - Stg £10,700;    

Development Education Ireland CMSI 

Ukraine Appeal Ukraine Habitat For Humanity – Ukraine Appeal 
 


